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Mass Intentions 
 

March   28 Weekday in the Octave of Easter 

  NO MASS 
 

March 29 Weekday in the Octave of Easter 
  NO MASS 
 

March 30 Weekday in the Octave of Easter  
8:00 AM  Irene Kupetz (Req. Panchock) - Church 
 

March 31 Weekday in the Octave of Easter 
8:00 AM  George Kalanish Jr. (Req. by your Church family) 
 

April 1  Weekday in the Octave of Easter 

8:00 AM Dennis Caola (Req Gigi Gromack)                  
   

April 2  Vigil of the Second Sunday of Easter  

4:00 PM                Stanley Zelenski Jr. (Req. Vivian Ferko & family) - Church 

 

April 3      SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
8:00 AM  Mary A. Lohr by Joe & Cathy Smith – Church 

10:30 AM For the People of Our Parish (Missa Pro Populo) – Chapel 

 

 

Holy Masses: 

Daily 

Church (Sacred Heart) 8:00AM 

Saturday Vigil 

Church (Sacred Heart) 4:00PM 

Sunday Morning  

Church (Sacred Heart) 8:00AM 

Chapel (St. John) 10:30 AM 

 

 

Confessions: 

Church (Sacred Heart) 

Saturday 3:00 PM – 3:45 PM 

Chapel (St. John) 

Sunday 10:00 AM – 10:15 AM 

Anytime upon Request 

Rectory Office 

738 Sunshine Avenue 

Central City, PA  15926 

814-754-5224 

Worship Sites 

 

Church (Sacred Heart) 

738 Sunshine Avenue 

 

Chapel (St. John) 

162 Wheeler Street 

 



The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the be-all and the end-all of the Christian faith. If 

Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, all bishops, priests, and Christian ministers should go home and 

get honest jobs, and all the Christian faithful should leave their churches immediately. As Paul 

himself put it: “If Jesus is not raised from the dead, our preaching is in vain and we are the most 

pitiable of men.” It’s no good, of course, trying to explain the resurrection away or rationalize it 

as a myth, a symbol, or an inner subjective experience. None of that does justice to the novelty 

and sheer strangeness of the Biblical message. It comes down finally to this: if Jesus was not 

raised from death, Christianity is a fraud and a joke; if he did rise from death, then Christianity is 

the fullness of God’s revelation, and Jesus must be the absolute center of our lives. There is no 

third option. I want to explore, very briefly, a handful of lessons that follow from the disquieting 

fact of the Resurrection. First, this world is not it. What I mean is that this world is not all that 

there is. We live our lives with the reasonable assumption that the natural world as we’ve come 

to know it through the sciences and discern it through common sense is the final framework of 

our lives and activities. Everything (quite literally, everything) takes place within the theater of 

our ordinary experience. And one of the most powerful and frightening features of the common-

sense world is death. Every living thing dies and stays dead. Indeed, everything in the universe, 

scientists tell us, comes into being and then fades away permanently. But what if this is not in 

fact the case? What if the laws of nature are not as iron-clad as we thought? What if death and 

dissolution did not have the final say? What if, through God’s power and according to his 

providence, a “new heavens and a new earth” were being born? The resurrection of Jesus from 

the dead shows as definitively as possible that God is up to something greater than we had 

imagined or thought possible. And therefore we don’t have to live as though death were our 

master and as though nihilism were the only coherent point of view. After he had encountered 

the risen Christ, Paul could even taunt death: “Where is your sting?” In light of the resurrection, 

we can, in fact, begin to see this world as a place of gestation, growth and maturation toward 

something higher, more permanent, more splendid. Here’s a second lesson derived from the 

resurrection: the tyrants know that their time is up. Remember that the cross was Rome’s way of 

asserting its authority. Roman authorities declared that if you run afoul of our system, we will 

torture you to death in the most excruciating (ex cruce, from the cross) way possible and then we 

will leave your body to waste away be devoured by the beasts of the field. The threat of violence 

is how tyrants up and down the centuries have always asserted their authority. Might makes 

right. The crucified Jesus appeared to anyone who was witnessing the awful events on Calvary to 

be one more affirmation of this principle: Caesar always wins in the end. But when Jesus was 

raised from the dead through the power of the Holy Spirit, the first Christians knew that Caesar’s 

days were numbered. Jesus had taken the worst that the world could throw at him and he 

returned, alive and triumphant. They knew that the Lord of the world was no longer Caesar, but 

rather someone whom Caesar had killed but whom God had raised from death. This is why the 

risen Christ has been the inspiration for resistance movements up and down the centuries. In our 

own time we saw how deftly John Paul II wielded the power of the cross in Communist Poland. 

Though he had no nuclear weapons or tanks or mighty armies, John Paul had the power of the 

resurrection, and that proved strong enough to bring down one of the most imposing empires in 

the history of the world. Once again, the faculty lounge interpretation of resurrection as a 

subjective event or a mere symbol is exactly what the tyrants of the world want, for it poses no 

real threat to them. The third great lesson of the resurrection is that the path of salvation has been 

opened to everyone. Paul told us that “though he was in the form of God, Jesus did not deem 

equality with God something to be grasped. Rather he emptied himself and took the form of 



slave…accepting even death, death on a cross.” In a word, Jesus went all the way down, 

journeying into pain, despair, alienation, even godforsakenness. He went as far as you can go 

away from the Father. Why? In order to reach all of those who had wandered from God. Then, in 

light of the resurrection, the first Christians came to know that, even as we run as fast as we can 

away from the Father, all the way to godforsakenness, we are running into the arms of the Son. 

The opening up of the divine life allows everyone free access to the divine mercy. And this is 

why the Lord himself could say, “When the Son of Man is lifted up, he will draw all people to 

himself,” and why Paul could assert in 1 Corinthians, “When everything is subjected to him, then 

the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who subjected everything to him, so that God 

may be all in all.” The resurrection shows that Christ can gather back to the Father everyone 

whom he has embraced through his suffering love. So on Easter Sunday, let us not domesticate 

the still stunning and disturbing message of resurrection. Rather, let us allow it to unnerve us, 

change us, set us on fire. – Bishop Robert Barron  

 

Blessed and Happy Easter 
 

Wesołego Alleluja! – Polish   Vesela veľká noc!– Slovak 

 
__________________________________________ 

Father Aron 

 

Easter changes everything for Christians today, too. We know that life is stronger than death. 

Love is stronger than hatred. Hope is stronger than despair. We know that Christ is risen, and is 

with us. We know how much God loves us. We know what it means to “die to oneself” and to 

experience new life-even in small ways in our daily lives. We know that the promise of eternal 

life is real, because we know of those who have seen the real fulfillment of that promise. – Fr. 

James Martin, S.J. 

 

 

 PRAYER LIST – Jennie Sielczak, Frank Murawski,  Constance Gruca,  Lillian Koleszarik,  Marie Metsker, Chris 

Burella,  Sandy Wechtenhiser, Frank Mihelcic, Ethan Rohlf, Rachel Moslak,   Ann Guyer,  Lydia Wechtenhiser,  

Kathryn Yatta,   Alice Zelenski ,  Shirley Taylor,  Carol Hancharik, Kay Hintosh, Charlie Field Jr., David P. Bonus, 

Lauren Barnes,  Andrew Straka, Margaret Spinelli, Joe Zeigler, Andy Levchik, Fern Lasut, Christopher  Criscuolo, 

Debra Farley,  Agnes Palya,  Barbara Delasko, Roger Black,  Kay O ’Toole, Trish Rullo,  Mike Stefanik,  Connie 

Criscuolo, William Kulback, Madeline Stanzione, Ann Krishak,  Stanley Carl Tomaszewski, Stanley Bialek,  

Patrick Munro, Margie Kulback, Ron Rayman, Carol Maciag, Helen Walinski, Tom Hudak, Quincy Ogline,  

Charles Field Sr., Ron Delasko, Mike Dixon, Mya Polito.  

 

WEEKLY OFFERING March 19th and March 20th – Adult Envelopes - $2,732.25 - Students $23.25. – Fuel -$21. – 

Loose Change - $150. – Parish Expense - $225.00. – Total $3,690. Thank You! 
 

COMMUNITY THRIFT STORE:  The Community Thrift Store will be on April 2nd from 8:00 AM to 12 Noon. 
 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK – The scripture readings for next Sunday’s Masses are the following: Acts of the 

Apostles  45: Acts 5:12-16  Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24  Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19  Jn 20:19-31  Meditating on the 

readings in advance is an excellent way to advance in the spiritual life.   
 

UP COMING EVENTS – Please mark your calendar with regard to the following events.   April 5 – SHA Meeting 

at 7:00 PM in the Activities Center; April 6 – St. Vincent De Paul Meeting at 7:00 in the Activities Center; April 11 
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– Society of Angels Meeting at 7:00 PM in the Activities Center, April 17 – Society of Angels Basket Party in the 

Activities Center (Doors Open at Noon), April 19 – Finance Council Meeting at 7:00 PM in the Activities Center, 

April 24 – Annual Gun Raffle (doors open Noon), April 25 – Parish Council Meeting in the Activities at 7:00 PM – 

April 27 – Knights of Columbus Meeting in the Activities at 7:00 PM 
 

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE – 

April       02    Church      4:00 PM        C., A., & J. Mauger 

April       03    Church      8:00 AM        T. Tomlinson, K. Koleszarik, D. Zelenski 

April       03    Chapel    10:30 AM         A. Knapp, A. Dabbs, M. Topka 
 

PHOTO BOOK REFUND – Several years ago it was decided that the parish would produce a family photo 

directory. This project never came to fruition. Fr. Aron has decided if the parish decides at some point to reexamine 

this project it would be with a company that provides the service at no cost (many parish photo directory providers 

make their money by selling family photos to the families who wish to have a copy of their picture). With that in 

mind if you donated to the photo directory project a few years ago you are entitled to a refund since this project is 

being suspended. If you donated please phone the rectory by April 1st if you wish to have your funds returned. All 

unclaimed money from this project ($1,040 total at present) will be transferred to the general operating account of 

the parish on April 2nd.  
 

SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTIONS – The Sanctuary Candle burns at the Church for the deceased enrollees 

of the Father Pilz Memorial Fund. The Sanctuary Candle burns at the Chapel in loving memory of Kevin Farley Jr. 

by Gram Mildred and Aunts. 

SANCTUARY CANDLE – If you wish the sanctuary candle to be lit in honor of a deceased loved one, for an 

anniversary, as a sign of thanksgiving, or as a symbol of prayer for health and healing please complete the form 

below and return it to the rectory. The suggested donation is $10.00.  
 

Name of Intention and Preferential Date _____________________________ 

 

Name of Person making Request___________________________________   

 


